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young abbe a bishop in 1606, when he was still five years
short of the canonical age. The King undertook to petition
for a dispensation. It may be surprising that he showed
such loyalty to the memory of the Grand Prevot, and such
zeal in helping his family. But it should be mentioned
that the elder brother of the new prelate, Henri du Plessis,
was in Paris, conspicuous at Court and successful in attract-
ing the sympathy of the sovereign. He was well known
as a gentleman of high elegance; indeed, he was numbered
among 'the seventeen/ that is to say, the seventeen most
brilliant courtiers, who laid down the current codes of
honour and fashion. At this period of his life, it was partly
to his brother's influence that the young abbe owed the
favours showered upon him.
The letter in which Henri rv instructed his ambassador
in Rome, Monsieur d'Halincourt, to crave the necessary
dispensation of the Holy Father, deserves quotation, at
least in part. Its tone of eulogy is lightly pitched, as it was
bound to be, but seems to surpass the requirements of the
case, and one has the impression that the King's high
esteem was quite genuine; although 'the said Plessis has
not yet attained the age required by the sacred decrees
and canonical constitutions to hold the said bishopric, I
am convinced that his merit and capability can easily
make amends for this deficiency. I write you this letter
that you may lay the case on my behalf before His Holiness,
with my cousin, the Cardinal de Joyeuse, to whom I am
writing so that this favour may not be refused him, because
he is in all respects capable of serving in the Church of
God, and because I know that he gives no small hope of
being of great utility therein.5
Those are not the accents of an ordinary recommenda-
tion. The letter has a note of personal persuasion, and the
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